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Citation
Core of our academic practice



Academic practices rely on the following academic principles which are
directly or indirectly related to citation practices: 
• Publication
• Reception
• Critique
• Respect for the intellectual property of others

(Moll & Thielmann: 33)

Moll, M. und Thielmann, W. (2017) Wissenschaftliches Deutsch: Wie es geht und worauf es dabei ankommt. UVK Verlagsgesellschaft mbH: UVK/Lucius; UVK Verlagsgesellschaft 
mbH (Studieren, aber richtig). Verfügbar unter: https://doi.org/10.36198/9783838546506.
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These principles are reflected in the HSB guidelines for good scientific practice and on how
to handle scientific misconduct (Ordnung zur Sicherung guter wissenschaftlicher Praxis und 
zum Umgang mit wissenschaftlichem Fehlverhalten):  
• §1 (1): „Ehrlichkeit im Hinblick auf die eigenen Beiträge und die Beiträge Dritter zu 

wahren“ (to be transparent regarding one‘s own and others‘ intellectual property)
• §4 (1): „Beim Forschungsdesign den aktuellen Forschungsstand umfassend zu 

berücksichtigen und ihn anzuerkennen“; (to acknowledge and integrate the current state
of research)
„die Herkunft von im Forschungsprozess verwendeten Daten, Organismen, Materialien 
und Software kenntlich zu machen“ (to mark the origin of dates, organisms, material, 
and software used in the research process)

• §5 (1): „Forschungsergebnisse werden im Regelfall in den wissenschaftlichen Diskurs 
eingebracht“ (to contribute research outcomes to the scientific discourse)

Hochschule Bremen (2021): Ordnung der Hochschule Bremen zur Sicherung guter wissenschaftlicher Praxis und zum Umgang mit wissenschaftlichem Fehlverhalten. Verfügbar 
unter: https://www.hs-bremen.de/assets/hsb/de/Dokumente/Referate/R02/Rechtssammlung/Qualit%C3%A4tssicherung/ordnung_gwp_2021-amfssg1.pdf
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The functions of citations: 

Moll, M. und Thielmann, W. (2017) Wissenschaftliches Deutsch: Wie es geht und worauf es dabei ankommt. UVK Verlagsgesellschaft mbH: UVK/Lucius; UVK Verlagsgesellschaft 
mbH (Studieren, aber richtig). Verfügbar unter: https://doi.org/10.36198/9783838546506.

To reference
To make

preliminary work
visible

To be transparent 
about one‘s own 

influences

To take up
position in one‘s

discipline

To contextualise
scientific terms

To underpin
argumentaion

To anticipate
critique

As a rhetorical
device
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Citation capability Citation worthiness

Published
(Publishing House, Online, …) 

Scientific (adhers to academic
rigour/good scientific practice)

Identifiable
(author, title)

Relevant
(for the respective topic)

Verifiable
(others should be able to check the
source)

 Sources in academic works should be both capable and worthy of citation! 
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The (im-)possibility to cite LLMs



„To cite and paraphrase, sources need to be repeatedly and identically retrievable and 

accessible for other persons. This ensures that readers can verify the referenced sources, no

matter if it‘s text, images, videos, code, etc. AI-generated content is not verifiable in this

manner because it cannot generally be reproduced. Which is why the concept of citation and 

paraphrasing cannot be transfered to AI-generated content.“
(emphasis and translation AK; Baresel et al. 29.11.2024, S.3)

Baresel, K., Eube, C., Knorr, D., Lutter, L., Nys, J. de & Röben, M. (2024, 29. November). KI-Gebrauch im Studienkontext dokumentieren (Version 1.0). 
https://doi.org/10.48548/PUBDATA-1476 9



Citation capability Citation worthiness

Published
(Publishing House, Online, …) 

Scientific (adhers to academic
rigour/good scientific practice)

Identifibale
(author, title model, prompt)

Relevant
(for the respective topic)

Verifiable
(others should be able to check the
source)

 LLM output could be considered capable to cite IF a chat protocol or a stable
link is provided

 BUT: As soon as the output isn‘t accessible for others anymore (e. g. because
the chat has been deleted), the output can‘t be considered capable to cite
anymore 10



„While a generative AI tool may direct you to a source and, in the case of some AI tools, even 

include snippets or excerpts from a source, the AI output itself is not a source. It assembles 

information from sources based on predictive computation. And AI output can be flawed, 

omitting important context or surrounding text and containing errors. Further, AI tools may 

not always provide information with transparent or reliable provenance and thus the 

information may not be credible—or, rather, it is not always possible to determine its 

credibility. “ (emphasis AK; Modern Language Association, 2025)

Modern Language Association (2025) Beyond Citation: Describing AI USe in Your Work, MLA Style Center. Verfügbar unter: https://style.mla.org/describing-ai-use/ (Zugegriffen: 27. 
März 2026). 11



Citation capability Citation worthiness

Published
(Publishing House, Online, …) 

Scientific (adhers to academic
rigour/good scientific practice)

Identifibale
(author, title model, prompt)

Relevant
(for the respective topic)

Verifiable
(others should be able to check the
source)

 LLM output cannot be considered a scientific source that adhers to standard
of academic rigour
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Exception

Prompts (inputs) and outputs generated by LLMs should be 
cited as sources only when the GenAI itself is subject of 
analysis in the thesis. 

 Input and output must be treated as primary sources.

 The chat logs should be attached.
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Examples of common citation systems

APA MLA
• Citation of a tool or a specific chat history
• Specific chat history: a stable link needs to

be provided APA standard: author – date 
– title – source format

• Citation in-text works like for other sources
• Template for reference list:

AI company name. (year, month day). Title of 
chat in italics [Description, such as 
Generative AI chat]. Tool name/model. URL 
of the chat

(McAddo, T., Denneny, S. und Lee, C. (2025) Citing generative AI in APA Style: Part 1 . 
Reference formats, APA Style. Verfügbar unter: https://apastyle.apa.org/blog/cite-
generative-ai-references (Zugegriffen: 27. März 2026).)

• Citation of AI-generated text or images
•  a stable link needs to be provided
• Citation/paraphrasing works like for

other sources
• template: 

Title (e.g. prompt). Model, version, 
company, date, link. 

(How do I cite generative AI in MLA style? (2025) MLA Style Center. Verfügbar unter: 
https://style.mla.org/citing-generative-ai-updated-revised/ (Zugegriffen: 27. März 
2026).)
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What to do?

Disclosure = An 
agreement between

teacher and student on 
how to show one‘s own 

use of AI 

Documentation = 
personal practice as a 

part of scientific work to
document each use of AI 
like in a research journal

Document and disclose the use of LLMs! 
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Three options of AI disclosure and documentation 
AI in academic writing processes
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Basis of the recommendation

• Thinktank of VK:KIWA (Virtual Competence Center 
for Academic Work)  

• Collection of advantages and disadvantages Graz 

University (21.10.2024) 

• Exchange round of Lower Saxony universities (see
Baresel et al. (2024))

• Guidelines scientific practice (e.g. APA, IEEE, 

Springer, DFG)

• +
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Example 1: Describing the AI use within in the text

Describing the AI use in a section, either or

• Indruction
• Method section
• a separate section of the work for AI use
• Appendix

Link:
https://www.hs-
bremen.de/assets/hsb/de/Dokumente/ZLL/StudiumPlus/
Example_1_Describing_the_use_-WORD.docx
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Example 2: tabular documentation of AI usage 

(b) Classification of AI use by extent of GenAI involvement(a) Documentation – table sorted by work phases

Link:
https://www.hs-
bremen.de/assets/hsb/de/Dokumente/ZLL/StudiumPl
us/Example__2_Documentation_table_-
_WORD_01.docx

1. Degree of GenAI
Usage

2. Work step 3. GenAI/ Research Assistant

1 - Inspiration 

2 – Supplementary

3  – Supportive 

4 – Content-
Shaping 

1. Phase in the work 
process

2. Usage / Task description 3. GenAI / Research Assisant

Idea generation and 
brainstorming

Research
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Example 2a: tabular documentation of AI usage – sorted by work phases

Example

1. Phase in the work 
process

2. Usage / Task Description 3. GenAI / Research Assistant

Idea generation and 
brainstorming

Extending individual 
brainstorming by adding 
relevant, topic-specific questions

Gemini 2.0 Flash, Google 
https://gemini.google.com/

Research Literature research based on the 
following prompt: [insert prompt 
or question here “Prompt”]

ScienceOS, 
https://www.scienceos.ai/

Definition of scope Feedback on the formulation of 
the research question and the 
selection among different 
versions

ChatAI [Deep Seek R1] GWGD 
https://sso.academiccloud.de

Structuring the topic  Development of an outline Gemini 2.0 Flash, Google 
https://gemini.google.com/

ChatGPT 4o mini, OpenAI 
https://chatgpt.com/

Revision of the text Evaluate and refine the phrasing 
across the entire paper, if needed

Claude 3.5 Haiku, Antrophic 
https://claude.ai/

Revision of the text Translations from German-
language articles [specify source 
here]

DeepL Translator (EN-DE) 
https://www.deepl.com/
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Example 2b: tabular documentation of AI usage – Classification of GenAI involvement

1. Degree of 
GenAI Usage

2. Work step GenAI/Research Assisant

1 – Inspiration brainstorming with 
relevant, topic-related 
questions

Gemini 2.0 Flash, Google 
https://gemini.google.com/

2 –
Supplementary (a)

Identify key thematic areas 
based on one’s own notes

ChatGPT4.0, HSBrain, 
https://hsbrain.on.hs-
bremen.de/

2 –
Supplementary 
(b)

Research matrix completed ChatGPT4.0, HSBrain, 
https://hsbrain.on.hs-
bremen.de/

3 – Supportive Research question refined 
and improved through 
dialogue with the GenAI

ChatAI [Deep Seek R1] 
GWGD 
https://sso.academiccloud.d
e

4 – Content-
shaping (a)

Reductions and refinement 
of academic language 
throughout the entire text

Claude 3.5 Haiku, Antrophic 
https://claude.ai/

4 – Content-
shaping (b)

Develop an outline on the 
topic

ChatGPT 4o mini, OpenAI 
https://chatgpt.com/

Explanation using the example of topic/research 
question development:

1. Inspiration: suggest possible topics

2. Supplementary: propose potential research 
questions

3. Supportive: refine the research question through 
dialogue

4. Content-Shaping adopt and incorporate the 
research question into the work

Based on: 
Schreibzentrum der Goethe-Universität Frankfurt/Main: Framework 
zur Entwicklung von Regeln bei KI-gestützten Schreibprozessen. Online 
verfügbar unter https://www.starkerstart.uni-
frankfurt.de/149427334.pdf, zuletzt geprüft am 26.03.2025.



Exception

Prompts (inputs) and outputs generated by LLMs should be 
cited as sources only when the GenAI itself is subject of 
analysis in the thesis. 

 Input and output must be treated as primary sources.

 The chat logs should be attached.
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Example 3: Referencing

Link
https://www.hs-bremen.de/assets/hsb/de/Dokumente/ZLL/StudiumPlus/Example_3_Referencing_-_WORD_end.docx

(a)  With link to
Chathistory

(b) Prompt-Output 
documentation in 

appendix



Alternatives



• structured and standardized representation of AI 
usage for academic papers

• report can be integrated into the appendix of the 
document

• 9 dimensions, particularly suitable for STEM

• Templates for LaTeX and Word
• See: https://ai-cards.org/

(basis: https://aclrollingreview.org/authors)

• J. Wahle, T. Ruas, S. M. Mohammad, N. Meuschke & B. Gipp 
(2023). AI Usage Cards: Responsibly Reporting AI-Generated
Content. In 2023 ACM/IEEE Joint Conference on Digital 
Libraries (JCDL) (S. 282–284). IEEE Computer Society. 
https://doi.org/10.1109/JCDL57899.2023.00060

Example 4: AI Usage Cards 
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• Excel spreadsheet with documentation of decisions and 
the assessment of GenAI outputs

• Detailed, but one's own performance in dealing with 
GenAI usage is also made clear

• Basis: Horst, C. (2026, 17. April). KI-Nutzung in 
Abschlussarbeiten sichtbar machen – Lehren & 
Studieren gestalten. https://zhq-blog.fh-
aachen.de/hochschulentwicklung/digitalisierung/validi
erung-statt-
verdacht/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email
&utm_source_platform=mailpoet

Beispiel 5: Reflexionstabelle für Abschlussarbeiten



Further Training Opportunities with AI
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Further Options to learn about AI

Promptwerkstatt für Lehrende (self-study programme in AULIS): https://aulis.hs-
bremen.de/goto.php/pg/194111_2203474

Workshops für Lehrende: https://www.hs-bremen.de/informationen-fuer/beschaeftigte/lehrende-und-
lehrbeauftragte/lehreplus/lehreplus-alle-workshops/

Promptworkshop for Students (self-study programme in AULIS) https://aulis.hs-bremen.de/goto.php/crs/2260906

Workshops for students (german): https://www.hs-bremen.de/studieren/im-studium/ergaenzende-angebote-zum-
studium/studiumplus/schreiblabor/#c41177

Homepage „AI in Learning and Teaching“: https://www.hs-bremen.de/en/hsb/organisation/central-units/centre-for-
teaching-and-learning-zll/ai-in-learning-and-teaching/

Die Staats- und Universitätsbibliothek (SUUB) bietet immer wieder sehr gute Online-Angebote zur KI-Nutzung an: 
https://www.suub.uni-bremen.de/



Additional Information



Über Bremen hinaus empfehlenswert

• Baresel, K., Eube, C., Knorr, D., Lutter, L., Nys, J. de & Röben, M. (2024, 29. November). KI-Gebrauch 
im Studienkontext dokumentieren (Version 1.0). https://doi.org/10.48548/PUBDATA-1476

• Rauter, E. & Wetschanow, K. (2025, 24. März). Künstliche Intelligenz kompetent nutzen: Leitfaden für 
eine gute wissenschaftliche Schreibpraxis. Universität Klagenfurt, SchreibCenter. 
https://www.aau.at/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Leitfaden_KI-im-wissenschaftlichen-
Schreibprozess.pdf

• Uni Graz. (2024, 21. Oktober). Handreichung Möglichkeiten zur Dokumentation und Kennzeichnung 
der Nutzung von generativen KI-Technologien in Schreib- und Forschungsprozessen. Erarbeitet vom 
Schreibzentrum, in Kooperation mit dem Zentrum für Lehrkompetenz, dem Zentrum für digitales 
Lehren und Lernen und der Universitätsbibliothek. https://static.uni-
graz.at/fileadmin/_files/_project_sites/_lehren-und-lernen-mit-
ki/Handreichung_Dokumentation_und_Kennzeichnung_der_KI-Nutzung.pdf
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Thank you for your attention.

Hochschule Bremen
Zentrum für Lehren und Lernen

www.hs-bremen.de/zll


